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Preserve
RHDC began the process of designating four (4) Raleigh 
Historic Landmarks: Harwell Hamilton & Jean Bangs 
Harris House & Studio, Latta House & University 
Site, O'Rorke Catholic Cemetery, and Royal Baking 
Company.

Protect
One of RHDC' s core responsibilities is the review of 
applications for and issuance of COAs. To further that 
end, RHDC was awarded a $12,000 federal Historic 
Preservation Fund grant to update the Design Guidelines 
for Raleigh Historic Districts.

Promote
The commission synced its Community Conversations 
lecture series, begun in 2007, with its revitalized 
newsletter, In the Districts, for a cohesive approach to 
community awareness of historic preservation matters.

Identify
RHDC submitted nominations for four (4) historic 
districts to the National Register of Historic Places: 
Battery Heights, Capitol Heights, Longview Gardens, 
and Madonna Acres, and one individual site, the Harwell 
Hamilton & Jean Bangs Harris House & Studio.

A n n u a l  H I G H L I G H T S — July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010

The Raleigh Historic Districts Commission (RHDC) is 
pleased to present its 2009-2010 Annual Report.

2009 – 2010  
Annual Performance Report

Design
Guidelines
for
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Historic
Districts

  P R O F I L E
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Three modernist Raleigh Historic Landmarks — 
Top: Matsumoto House, built in 1954.  
Center: Bill & Betty Weber House, built in 1953.  
Bottom: Henry Kamphoefner House, built in 1950.

Modernism in Raleigh

A lthough perhaps not widely known, the Triangle 
has one of the most extensive collections of Modern 
architecture in the country. In 1948 the School of 

Design was established at N.C. State College, led 
by dean Henry Kamphoefner. 
As a result, Raleigh 
developed a small 
but significant coterie 
of Modern archi-
tects who designed a 
number of landmark 
houses in the fashion-
able neighborhoods of 

West Raleigh and Country Club Hills.
Modernism evolved from the International 

Style of architecture developed in Europe in the 
early 1920s and 30s. Introduced to America at 
the 1932 Exhibition of Modern Architecture in 
New York, the International Style was charac-
terized by simplicity of line, absence of orna-
ment, flat roofs, and sleek materials such as 
glass, steel, polished stone and concrete. 

In the early post-World War II years, while 
most of suburban America was being built 
in the conservative Neocolonial style, a few 
cutting-edge American architects were design-
ing landmark Modernist architecture. By the 

mid-1950s 
Modernism 
became a popu-
lar style for 
mainstream 
American 
houses, with 
practical 
adjustments 

to form and materials. For 
example, most houses would not be built with 
a flat roof, but a shallowly-pitched roof. They 
were asymmetrical, long and low with deep 
eaves. 

More conventional materials such as brick, 
clapboards and rough-cut stone supplanted 
the sleeker materials of the International style. 
Houses frequently featured two or more types 
of siding. Brick was the most popular, especially 
in North Carolina, with its plentiful red clay; 
the brick industry in the state enjoyed a tremen-
dous boom during this period. 

Windows were generally wider than they 
were tall. There was often a large picture win-
dow in the living room.

By the 1960s, the Mid-century Modern and 
Neocolonial styles hybridized, with many hous-
es being built with Modernist proportions but 
Colonial-inspired details. 



	 Identify —
National Register Historic Districts under consideration

	 Preserve —
Raleigh Historic Landmarks 
under consideration

Top: Royal Baking Company; Harwell Hamilton 
& Jean Bangs Harris House & Studio

Bottom: Latta House & University Site; 
O'Rorke Catholic Cemetery

Longview Gardens Capitol Heights

Madonna Acres Battery Heights

•	 Oberlin in October: 
Digging for the Past of 
the Latta House

•	 A Property Owner's 
Guide to Tax Credits. 
As of April 6, 2010 the 
NC SHPO estimated 
that 27 application 
packets were sent out in 
response to this event.

•	 From Energy Hog to 
Energy Star: Uncovering 
Your Historic Home's 
Hidden Energy 
Efficiency

•	 Deglazed & Confused: 
A Window Repair 
Workshop

	 Promote — 
Community 
Conversations



	 Protect —

The  
RHDC generated  

$9,281 for the City in 
COA application fees

98 % of COAs were approved. The majority of COAs  
are approved at staff level.

This blue placard is displayed to indicate 
approved COA projects.

•	 Produced the video "From Energy Hog to Energy Star: Home Energy Audits 
Explained," which discusses the value of a home energy audit in "greening" 
historic homes.

•	 Celebrated National Historic Preservation Month with advertisements on the 
R-Line and a display at Wake County Public Library.

•	 Reviewed Raleigh's New Development Code Diagnostic and Approach Report.

•	 Reviewed the Multi-Modal Transit Center Report.

•	 Performed duties related to the City's federal designation as a Certified Local 
Government.

•	 Collaborated with the Department of Parks and Recreation, Sustainable Raleigh, 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Preservation North Carolina, and 
the Latta House Foundation on a variety of projects.

	 Other Activities

126  
Approved as submitted

48  
Approved  

with conditions

119 
Minor works— 
staff approval

54 
Major works— 
COA Committee

1 withdrawn

1 denied

1 deferred

3 Minor works—  
COA Committee



One Exchange Plaza, 3rd floor
PO Box 829 Century Station
Raleigh, NC 27602
email: rhdc@rhdc.org

July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011

The Raleigh Historic Districts Commission (RHDC) requests 
City Council approval of its 2010-2011 Work Program.

COMMISSION / STAFF

	 Participate in the new development code review process

	 Pursue Historic Overlay District zoning for the Depot District

	 Work with Inspections to integrate COA process into 
permitting procedures

	 Plan celebration of RHDC's 50th anniversary

COA COMMITTEE

	 Constant improvement of the COA process

	 Update the Design Guidelines for Raleigh Historic Districts

COMMUNITY AWARENESS COMMITTEE

	 Continue development of the RHDC website for better 
customer support

	 Publish triannual issues of In the Districts, RHDC's 
newsletter

	 Host three Community Conversations lectures

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

	 Identify, prioritize, and recommend historic properties and 
neighborhoods for Raleigh Historic Landmark and National 
Register designation

 NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE

	 Identify and nominate Commissioner candidates with 
the requisite skills to fill open positions for City Council 
consideration

2010 – 2011 
Annual Work Program

  ABOUT THE COMMISSION
Established in 1961, the mission 
of the RHDC is to serve as 
City Council's official historic 
preservation advisory body 
to identify, preserve, protect, 
and promote Raleigh's historic 
resources. The duties and 
responsibilities of RHDC are 
outlined in the North Carolina 
General Statutes  NCGS 160A, 
Article 19, Part 3C) and Raleigh 
Code of Ordinances (§10-1051 
through 1055; §10-2052; and 
§10- 6180 through 6186). 
Within this body of legislation, 
RHDC has established Council-
ratified "Bylaws and Rules of 
Procedure," as well as Design 
Guidelines for Raleigh Historic 
Districts.

As part of its responsibilities, 
RHDC performs the duties 
required to maintain the 
City's federal Certified Local 
Government status. Its work is 
supported by the City Council's 
annual grant and two full-
time preservation planners 
and one part-time executive 
director provided through the 
Department of City Planning. 

RHDC consists of twelve 
volunteers appointed by 
city council for up to three 
consecutive two-year terms. It 
manages its activities through the 
work of five committees:

	 Certificate of Appropriateness

	 Community Awareness

	 Executive

	 Nominations

	 Research

The mission of the RHDC is to serve as
City Council’s official historic preservation advisory body

to identify, preserve, protect, and promote  
Raleigh’s historic resources.

2009-2010 Membership Roster: Fred Belledin, John Branch, Matthew Brown, Jannette 
Coleridge-Taylor, Stephen Cruse, Jane Forde, Nick Fountain, Esther Hall, Curtis Kasefang, 
Robert Runyans, Marni Vinton, and Barbara Wishy.


